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President’s Corner

Don’t Forget

The Club meeting will be August 12th at the
Viking Chili Bowl. Noon is the meeting time.

DXCC CARD CHECKING

We have a couple of choices for the Club’s
Logo. See them down below and let me know
which one you like.

Doctor Richard Lochner, K9QA is our
Official ARRL DXCC Card Checker.
Contact Rich to schedule an appointment
for card checking.

Once a decision is made by majority vote, we
will go with that one as our official Logo.

You may email him at k9qa@arrl.net for
details on how to mail your cards to him, if
you desire to go that route.

The designs were submitted by Jerry Hess.
I want to thank him for all the hard work he
did creating these Logos.
73
John W3ML
Good DXing!
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Reminder, the NWIDX Club has a club call W9NWI.
The call is available to members for use during contests, special
events, Field Day, etc. To schedule dates for its use, contact the
trustee, Steve Mollman – KD9HL. kd9hl@arrl.net
QSL cards are available.

GUESS WHO HAS BEEN A HAM FOR

60
YEARS
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Congratulations Jerry!
Chuck Hill-KC9OYE
Receives DXCC Certificate
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Congratulations to NWDXC member Chuck Hill who recently received his DXCC Certificate from the
ARRL. Chuck operates with basic 100-watt equipment and a wire antenna.
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Jerry’s Logo Submissions

#1

#2

This one is the size for a lapel pin. It is the same as Number 2 up on the right.
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A New DX Entity?
Iraqi Kurdistan to Hold Independence Referendum
On June 7, 2017, Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) President Massoud Barzani announced that the Iraqi Kurdish region will
hold an independence referendum on September 25th, 2017 as the first major step towards independence from Iraq.
Politically, the KRG already functions much as an independent nation-state with its own parliament, armed forces and foreign
policy within a federation with the rest of Iraq. But economically, the KRG is still interlinked with the central government as a
result of a revenue-sharing system for oil wealth.
Neighboring Turkey and Iran have both come out against the referendum for fear the vote will further embolden their own
fractious Kurdish populations.
While a “Yes” vote is predicted, that won’t mean an automatic declaration of independence, but it could give Iraqi Kurds, who
make up about 20 percent of the population, more leverage in talks on self-determination with the central government.
In a country that is already rife with sectarian violence, the movement has the potential of further disrupting the stability of the
region. A civil war with intervention by Turkey and Iran is quite possible.
If this independence movement succeeds, it will probably be years in the making. Don’t hold your breath!
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Food for Thought
The following is from the blog of Paul Ewing, a noted DXpeditioner. Although his comments are specific to
P5-North Korea, the situation he describes is pertinent to most expeditions to rare QTHs.

If you Have P5, Take a QRX
By Paul S. Ewing –N6PSE
3Z9DX, Dom has announced that he will soon return to the DPRK and operate for five days, SSB on one band. That is
wonderful news, particularly for all those amateurs still seeking their first P5 contact. I am particularly glad to hear
this news as my own “P5 folly” is now over.

I was fortunate to work P5/3Z9DX last December when Dom first came up on 15 meters SSB. I saw him spotted on
the DX Cluster and tuned over and sure enough, there he was. He was simplex and I was competing with many “big
gun” West Coast stations. It was frustrating to me that many guys in that pileup were “Top of the Honor Roll”
members and did not need a P5 contact for their very first time. They were either seeking their annual CQ Marathon
point, or as many DXers do, just flexing their muscles and showing what they could accomplish behind the
microphone. I feel bad for any operator in that pileup that did not get through because some guy just wanted
another P5 contact to add to his collection. There are some aspects of this hobby that I don’t like and the “piggish”
nature of some is one of those aspects.
I would like to suggest that when P5/3Z9DX comes up on the air in the near future, those of us that now have P5
confirmed ought to QRX and give other guys a chance. This would be a noble gesture and more kindness is sorely
needed in this hobby. I for one will not be calling P5/3Z9DX. I am making my station available to any W6 hams that
want to come over and give him a call and I encourage others to do the same.
What do you think?
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Thank you to Paul Ewing-N6PSE for his kind permission to print this item. Paul is a noted DXpeditioner
having operated from many rare and semi rare spots, including the South Sandwich Islands, Yemen,
Myanmar, Eritrea and the South Georgia Islands.

Handy Hint
Align Your Beam
By Steve Mollman
KD9HL
In this month’s companion article, we discussed using “True North” as the cardinal point for aligning your beam antenna. Using
true north just may give you that slight needed advantage to bust the pileup and work the rare DX. But what happens over time as
wind, weather and mechanical failure causes a shift in the direction the beam is pointed? We all know of hams who have beams
that habitually shift position on their own. Up the tower we go and we work our way through the realignment.
There is one thing that can be done to ease the operation. Rather than each time going through the process to find true north and
marking it with an alignment stake, instead permanently mark that point on your property.

True North Marker Painted on Pavement
There are several ways that this can be accomplished. I have painted the true north marker on the pavement of the road in front of
the house. If you have a fence around your property mark a fence post or rail. Marking the fence post will remind you of which
post is true north a few years from now. No fence? Put a bird house up at the appropriate spot. Be innovative. There is nearly
always a way to make your mark.
There isn’t a good spot on your property to mark true north? Instead use one of the other cardinal points. East, South, West. They
will all work as long as they are corrected to “True”. My original true north mark was placed about 30 years ago. Since then trees
have grown to the point where they obstruct the line of sight to the tower. I now use a fence post as the East mark.
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True East Fence Post Alignment of Tribander at KD9HL (341’ from tower)
Use a point as far as possible from the tower. It is easier to get an accurate alignment the further away you are.
Having a permanent mark has another use. Occasionally turn your beam so that it is indicating north (or whatever the cardinal
direction you use). Then eyeball the boom from your mark. If it is still aligned with the mark, your fine. If it isn’t aligned, you
quickly know that it has shifted and it is time to set things straight.
A little story. After my original mark had been down a few years, the county decided to repave the road. My mark disappeared
under several inches of asphalt. Fortunately, I knew of the county’s plans and had driven a temporary stake into the ground near
the mark and was able to repaint after the county had done their work.
< 73’s and Good DX>
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ODD ITEMS
John L Gianotti w9wy@sbcglobal.net has the following item for sale.
Yaesu G-1000DXA rotor, control box, and manual in great shape for sale. $450 or best offer

There are several good items for sale on the http://www.w9joz.org/forsale.htm
Check them out for some great deals.

Lastly, there is a New Mode for Digital Work.

FT8
FT8 - new digital mode (not a DX prefix in this instance)
W8HC, noting email from W0GJ, says the new "JT mode," FT8, looks worthwhile and "It might be a good
idea for everyone to get on board." It is in the beta testing stage "and it is very promising." W0GJ says
"Typically, JT65 or JT9 takes a minimum of four minutes to make one Q. FT8 is four times faster and I can
make Qs about one per minute, which is about the same rate as RTTY, and this is on 'dead' bands!" He says
it is extremely easy to set up and use, at least on Flex radios. "The auto sequencing feature is cool! Click on
a callsign and the software completes the entire exchange!" FT8 is part of the WSJT-X version 1.8.0
release. Glen says in two days he's worked three countries and 20 states on six meters with 30 watts to poor
6M antennas. He says, "This mode will be perfect for those with indoor or balcony antennas." He is
encouraging W8HC and the rest of the 3Y0Z Bouvet team to try it at home and then use it in their January,
2018 expedition, and DXers at home should use it to work 3Y0Z.
Submitted by K9QA
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I want to thank those that have been sending in articles for the newsletter. All items are
appreciated.
Don’t forget to send in any information you would like to share with the Club members.

Until Next Time,
73

John
W3ML
http://nwidxclub.weebly.com/
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